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FROM;

Kika de la Garza

FOR lllHEDIATE RELEASE

19 July 1971

Washington, D. C.--Rep Kika de la Garza today explained his sponsorship of legislation
designed to ban the dumping of harmful waste materials into America's coastal and offshore waters.
"After extensive hearings and months of deliberation and executive sessions,"Rep
de la Garza said, "the House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries has ordered
favorably reported H R 9727 which I co-sponsored with my committee chairman.

This bill,

which was unanimously approved by the full committee, could eventually corne to be recognized as one of the most significant, far-reaching and important pieces of environmental
legislation to come from Congress.

"n R 9727 should become landmark legislation for many reasons," de la Garza said.
"First of all, there are presently no Federal

la~'s

to prohibit or restrict ocean dumping;

secondly, it represents a sense of urgency and concern over the health of the oceans, and
a willingness on the part of the Federal Government to commit itself to establishinp, a
national policy on ocean dumping; and thirdly, I believe it

~Jill

set an example for fu-

ture environmental legislation because it guards against an over-reaction to pollution
problems.

In other words, it represents an attempt to establish a sensible balance be-

tween the need to protect and preserve our environment and the need to promote industrial
and economical development."
Basically, the legislation places a total and absolute ban on any dumping of radiological, chemical or biological warfare agents or of high-level radioactive waste.

It

would also require any American industry or entity to obtain a permit from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) before transporting material from the United States for
dumping into the nation's coastal waters, estuaries and Great lakes--or into the oceans,
even outside America's twelve-mile contiguous zone.

A provision was included, however,

to continue the authority of the Corps of Engineers to issue permits for dumping dredge
and fill material, provided these operations are conducted so as to conform to criteria
established by EPA.
House of Representatives action on this bill is expected in the near future.
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